Epicurus, gods and God

Post by “Cassius” of October 16, 2019 at 8:19 PM

| apologize to Godfrey for going off topic with mormonism.... = The more interesting issue is
set of questions posed by eternality / infinity, which | think implies that since life appears
capable today of evolving from non-life, then presumably it has also done so for an eternity in
the past, which means that certain life forms have had an innumerable time within which to
evolve to deathlessness.... all of which poses questions that ... very difficult ... but presumably
no more so than the alternative - that a god work up one morning and created everything, or
that spontaneously one morning everything flashed into existence from nothing.

Which is presumably why Epicurus advised spending time talking and thinking about infinity
and related issues.

Ending of Letter to Pythocles:

And most of all give yourself up to the study of the beginnings and of infinity and of the things
akin to them, and also of the criteria of truth and of the feelings, and of the purpose for which
we reason out these things. For these points when they are thoroughly studied will most easily
enable you to understand the causes of the details. But those who have not thoroughly taken
these things to heart could not rightly study them in themselves, nor have they made their own
the reason for observing them.
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