
Epicurus, gods and God
Post by “Cassius” of October 16, 2019 at 1:15 PM

Quote from Hiram

But No species has ever been observed to be immortal.

"Never before seen" was never a sufficient argument against atoms, and is itself not a sufficient
argument against anything that can be conceived to potentially exist through deductive
reasoning. Just as observing that "no one had ever seen an iphone" before this century was not
a good reason to believe that they were impossible.

Quote from Hiram

All the stars are suns that, like ours, will eventually explode as supernovas.

And yes this is good current physics which I accept too (and Epicurus did too, since he said all
that comes together eventually comes apart!), which is logically the probable reason that the
Epicureans placed the gods in the "intermundia" between the cosmos, and not as residents of
any single one.

The point here is that we can all come up with objections to why we personally may be
skeptical about something, but to start and stop the discussion with our personal conclusion
without even stating it in detail does no justice to the Epicurean argument.

The dismissal of the Epicurean argument as obsolete and unworthy of discussion not only hints
at an "unseemly" disrespect to Epicurus' general approach, but it advances no one's thinking in
understanding the Epicurean thought processes.

The thought processes applied to the gods touch on many other issues separate and apart from
"the nature of the gods," not the least of which is the entire issue of reasoning based on
analogy vs reasoning based on dialectical logic / ideal forms, which is in the same league of
importance. Philodemus devoted his book to it and no doubt there was much other discussion
about it, as this goes to the heart of Epicurean philosophy vs the Stoics and those who based
their conclusions on "logic."
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