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Post by “Cassius” of October 15, 2019 at 6:21 PM

So whenever it is suggested to me that we should top talking about "the gods" because it turns
off people who might otherwise be interested in Epicurean philosophy, my response is to say
that "Unless we DO talk about "the gods," and explain Epicurus' reasoning about them, then
they will never understand the full depth of Epicurus' reasoning about proper reasoning (the
canon) and humanity's place in the universe!

And that bothers me. But of course it doesn't really bother those whose interest in Epicurus
starts and stops with Epicurus was a hedonist, but a funny kind, because he held that the
greatest pleasure is the absence of pain, and all we really need is bread and water and
tranquillity.  (my summary, not a quote  )

It is a wonder that I have any teeth left, since I have to "grit" them so often!

(Added note:

In fact, even if Epicurus had never said the first word about pleasure, pain, and happiness, I
think I would have found Epicurus to be one of the most fascinating figures in world history, just
for his views on physics and the universe and this "divinity" issue.)
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