Calculus, Minimalism, Consumerism, Finding the
Path

Post by “Cassius” of October 12, 2019 at 6:16 PM

Just glancing over the forums | see the thread is entitled "...Finding THE Path." Maybe that is
one of our points here, that there is not a single path for everyone, not even a single best bath
for the same person. However, maybe no matter the number of paths, it is correct to call it
direct or straight(?)

Which reminds me to compare this passage from the opening of Lucretius 6:

Munro: "

He therefore cleansed men’s breasts with truth-telling precepts and fixed a limit to lust and fear
and explained what was the chief good which we all strive to reach, and pointed out the road
along which by a short cross-track we might arrive at it in a straightforward course; he showed
too what evils existed in mortal affairs throughout, rising up and manifoldly flying about by a
natural -call it chance or force, because nature had so brought it about - and from what gates
you must sally out duly to encounter each; and he proved that mankind mostly without cause
arouse in their breast the melancholy tumbling billows of cares."

Bailey:

"And so with his discourse of truthful words he purged the heart and set a limit to its desire and
fear, and set forth what is the highest good, towards which we all strive, and pointed out the
path, whereby along a narrow track we may strain on towards it in a straight course; he showed
what there is of ill in the affairs of mortals everywhere, coming to being and flying abroad in
diverse forms, be it by the chance or the force of nature, because nature had so brought it to
pass; he showed from what gates it is meet to sally out against each ill, and he proved that 'tis
in vain for the most part that the race of men set tossing in their hearts the gloomy billows of
care."

Daniel Brown 1743:

And therefore he purged the mind by true philosophy, and set bounds to our desires and our
fears. He laid open to us the chief good, that point of happiness we all aim at, in what it
consists, and showed us the direct way that leads to it, and puts us into the straight road to
obtain it."
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