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Quote from Godfrey

It's easy to take the physics for granted as it's more or less accepted scientific
knowledge these days.

I've been thinking a lot about this. It is certainly true to a degree, but there are important
limitations. It is almost like, today, many of the details have been accepted, but the
implications have been divorced from them and totally lost.

With the advent of the omnipotent / omniscient version of god, the problem of "how does a god
control what we now know to be atoms, and to be endless space" has been overthrown. No one
cares that the universe is endless, or eternal, and so they do not realize that Epicurean physics
makes universe-creating gods impossible, of means that humans are not at all alone in the
universe, or that the Earth is not at the center and therefore the center of God's attention.
Much less the idea that the constant movement of the atoms means that nothing that comes
together stays together, nothing is immortal except the universe itself, or that - with nothing
conceivable to exist except atoms and void - there cannot possibly be any eternal absolute "ten
commandment" rules that apply to all people at all times and all places.

So we may not need to read the details of Epicurean theories of thunder and lightning, but we
definitely still need to step through the process to make sure we understand the same
implications that they did -- implications that make most of the ethical and philosophical
conclusions of the modern world absolutely absurd.
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