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Friday, October 11, 2019:

By the same rule, the visible heavens, the surrounding walls of this great world, must tumble
down by continual attacks, and fall to ruin. It is the nourishment that preserves things in being
by constant supplies, but ‘tis all to no purpose: For neither are the veins capable to receive
what is sufficient, nor can nature afford a proper and needful recruit. Even now, the age of the
world is broken, and the Earth so feeble and worn out, that it scarce produces a puny kind of
creatures, when it bore formerly a lusty race, and brought forth such prodigious bodies of wild
beasts. Or | cannot think all species of creatures descended from the sky by a Golden Chain
upon the Earth, nor were they by the Sea created, nor by the waves that beat the Rocks, but
the same Earth which now supports them, at first gave them being. At first she kindly, of her
own accord, raised the rich fruits and delightful vines for the benefit of men. She freely of
herself offered her sweet produce, the corn and tender grass, which now scare rise to
perfection with all our labor.

We wear out our oxen, and the strength of our husbandmen; we can scarce find plowshares
sufficient to till the fields, things are so averse to grow, and our labors are forever increasing.
And now the lusty plowman shakes his head, and laments the pains he took was oft in vain; and
when he compares the present times with the glorious days that are past, he blesses the good
fortune of those that were before him; he talks loudly how the old race of men, filled with piety,
no doubt spent their happy days within the narrow bounds of their own field, (for then every
man's share of ground was much less than it is now) but has no notion, fond fool! that things by
degrees decay, and, worn out by old age, hasten to ruin to the utmost period of their duration.

End of Book Two
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