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These things, if you rightly apprehend, Nature will appear free in her operations, wholly from
under the power of domineering deities, and to act all things voluntarily, and of herself, without
the assistance of gods. For Oh - the undisturbed bosoms of the powers above, blessed with
sacred peace! How they live in everlasting ease, a life void of care! Who can rule this infinite
Universe? Who has the power to hold the mighty reigns of government in his hands over this
whole mass? Who likewise can turn about all these heavens? And cherish all these fruitful
globes of Earth with celestial heat? Who can be present at all times, and in all places? To
darken the world with clouds, to shake the vast expansion of the serene heavens with noise; to
dart the thunder, and often overturn his own temples, to fly into the wilderness, and furiously
brandish that fiery bolt, which often passes by the guilty, and strikes dead the innocent and
undeserving?

Besides, after this world was formed, and the birthday of the Sea, the Earth, and the Sun was
over, there were many particles of matter added to them from without, many seeds were
received every way, which the infinite mass of universe constantly discharged; from whence
the Sea and the Earth grew more strong and vigorous; from when the mansions of the heavens
were enlarged, and raised their lofty arches higher from the Earth, and new air was produced.
For from all the parts of the universe the proper seeds are distributed, and retire severally in all
places to their proper kinds; the watery to the water, the Earth increases by earthy particles,
the fiery produce fire, the airy air, til Nature, the parent and perfectress of all things, improves
all beings to the utmost extent of growth they are capable of. This comes to pass, when no
more is received into the vital passages, than what is perspired, and flies off; then it is that the
growth of the creature is at a full stand, and nature restrains it from further increase.

For whatever creature you observe to thrive and grow lively and large, and by degrees climb up
to a mature age, receives more particles into itself than it emits, because all the nourishment is
easily distributed into the veins, and there confined, and the particles are not so widely
scattered as in any proportion to fly off, and so receive a loss faster than they are supplied. For
we must allow that many particles certainly fly off from bodies, but many others ought to be
coming on, til the thing arrives to its utmost pitch of bulk. Then, by degrees, its strength and
maturity of vigor decays, its age melts away and dissolves; for the larger any body is, the
greater it is in size, when its growth is over, it wastes the more every way, and sends out more
particles from itself; nor is the nourishment easily distributed into the veins, or nature sufficient
to renew and supply those effluvia it throws off in such abundance, in proportion as the defect
and the loss require. The animal therefore must necessarily perish when it is made thin by
continual perspiration, and all things must at length fall by constant strokes from without; for
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the supplies from food must fail in old age, nor do bodies from without ever cease to batter and
break to pieces all things with strokes not to be resisted.
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