Lucretius EpicureanFriends PDF Reference Edition -
General Comments

Post by “Cassius” of October 5, 2019 at 11:48 AM

Here is another which zeros in on my main concern -- lack of necessity. As stated in the letter to
Herodotus, whatever we observe in the universe that happens with regularity happens,absent
the effect of the swerve that is visible in the actions of higher life, as the result of "necessity:"
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accident
A

Definition of accident

Let me find that cite: Here is the Bailey version, but he does not use the word necessity as |
have seen it used elsewhere - he calls it "law of regular succession":

"Therefore we must believe that it is due to the original inclusion of matter in such
agglomerations during the birth-process of the world that this law of regular succession is also
brought about."

Epicurus.net: "invariably recurring" --

"Hence, where we find phenomena invariably recurring, the invariability of the recurrence must
be ascribed to the original interception and conglomeration of atoms whereby the world was
formed."

OK | was remembering the Yonge translation of the letter to Herodotus:

and wisdom, the motions which they possess. DBut we must
respect the established notions on this subject, provided,
nevertheless, that they do not all contradict the respect dus
o truth ; for nothing is more caleulated to trouble the soul
than this strife of contradictory notions and principles.  We
must therefore admit that from the first movemant impressed
on the heavenly bodies since the orpganization of the world
there is derived n sort of necessity which regulates their course
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Now | am really getting off on a tangent, but | want to note fwiw that this issue of "chance" vs
"necessity" vs "chaos" - and how most things happen by "necessity" without the effect of the
swerve, is discussed at length in AA Long's "Chance and Natural Law in Epicureanism."
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