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Part of nature is knowing our limitations. Epicurus wasn't omnipotent, and such a concept is
abominable to us. Recognition of humbleness, of curiosity, of our continued commitment to
explore, to learn, to grow, and prosper is as natural as anything. We're not here to provide an
answer to the ultimate questions of speculative metaphysics. We're here to learn, and that
means challenging ourselves, revising our mistakes, and persisting in our search, even when
the inevitable acknowledgment of our smallness and ignorance leads us to despair. As Merlin
says in "The Once and Future King":

"'The best thing for being sad,' replied Merlin, beginning to puff and blow, 'is to learn
something. That's the only thing that never fails. You may grow old and trembling in your
anatomies, you may lie awake at night listening to the disorder of your veins, you may miss
your only love, you may see the world about you devastated by evil lunatics, or know your
honour trampled in the sewers of baser minds. There is only one thing for it then – to learn.
Learn why the world wags and what wags it. That is the only thing which the mind can never
exhaust, never alienate, never be tortured by, never fear or distrust, and never dream of
regretting. Learning is the only thing for you. Look what a lot of things there are to learn.'"

Our pursuit is pleasure – raw, unadulterated, invaluable pleasure. I say: leave the exactitude of
"infinity" to the mathematicians. While they juggle with abstractions, we tan in the sun, and sip
a cool drink with a friend.

1
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/1197-question-re-thermodynamics-and-deductive-reasoning-v-
empiricism/?postID=4618#post4618

https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/1197-question-re-thermodynamics-and-deductive-reasoning-v-empiricism/?postID=4618#post4618
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/1197-question-re-thermodynamics-and-deductive-reasoning-v-empiricism/?postID=4618#post4618

