Philebus - Plato's Arguments Against Pleasure and
Epicurean Responses

Post by “Charles” of October 1, 2019 at 10:48 PM

Not only which pleasures are "better than others" but Plato immediately casts aside the
argument that pleasure is in itself good and if we have Epicurus in mind, we can easily see the
types of pleasure that Plato is grouping with even the most natural; "unnatural and
unnecessary", of which his interlocutor asks,

"What do you mean, Socrates [Plato]? Do you think that any one who asserts pleasure to be the
good, will tolerate the notion that some pleasures are good and others bad?"

Of course Plato then replies afterwards that this is the "old position" of pleasures and that
present and cited examples "do not pierce our dull minds", including "we go on arguing all the
same, like the weakest and most inexperienced reasoners?".

In the typical Socratic formula, this is only to get Protarchus to eventually end up admitting self-
defeating statements so that Plato's argumentation remains superior.
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