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Quote from Cassius

This is a very interesting thought that I have not seen made before. I want to think
about this one but I pulled it out in hopes that others can comment to. No doubt we
want to avoid being in a constant negative-feedback loop. However i think I am
wondering whether sentences two and three really address the same point.

Can or should we entertain a sense of urgency about what we want to accomplish
before we die separately and apart from the question of whether we regret being a part
of history before we were born?

Concerning what we accomplish prior to death, this is from my reasonings about Philodemus'
scroll on death (I remember also a portion on the death of a youth, whose name I don't
remember now, and how his death was unfortunate because he hadn't lived long enough to
study philosophy and live pleasantly, and know the things that make life worth living--so it
seems like a certain age and maturity is considered a sufficient natural lifespan to have lived
well):

http://societyofepicurus.com/reasonings-abo…demus-on-death/

Quote

Unfinished Business

We all have projects that we would like to see concluded. Many people feel that they
wish to leave a lasting legacy, but Philodemus says that very few great men achieve
this and that this is an empty and vain desire. If fame while alive is empty, then fame
after one is dead is even less of a source of true pleasure.

Sometimes it’s not death, but necessity or fortune that impedes us from achieving our
goals in life and materializing our plans. Therefore, if we are concerned about dying
prior to seeing one of our goals achieved, we should apply the same consolations that
we apply in life to these troubles. If we know what matters (the chief goods), we’re
unaffected and enjoy the good things in life, the things that make life worth living,
unperturbed. It is here that Philodemus speaks of how the prudent man lives ready for
his burial.
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38.14 The sensible man, having received that which can secure the whole of
what is sufficient for a happy life … goes about laid out for burial, and he
profits by (each) day as if would by eternity.

One naturally feels concern for those close to us that have problems or who lack an art
of living and haven’t learned to be happy. But these are things that are outside our
control. Philodemus argues that the man who has lived well should not lament others’
miseries after he has escaped his own: he should go to his death happy that he lived
well.
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