Living The Hobo Life?

Post by “Cassius” of January 8, 2018 at 11:22 PM

This part also deserves mention: "After defining good and evil, Epicurus defined the good life.
To Epicurus, the good life consists of experiencing as much pleasure, with as little pain as
humanly possible. Therefore, to achieve the good life, we must strive for easily accessible
pleasures in rational amounts. By keeping our desires humble, we can satisfy them over and
over again. Any pain they cause us will be smaller than the pleasure we derive from their
satisfaction. In this way, anyone can maintain a sustainably high pleasure-to-pain ratio. "

The first two sentences are correct, | think, but the rest does not follow, and is not what
Epicurus really said. Number one, there's nothing in Epicurus about "rational" amounts other
than that amount which brings more pleasure and less pain. "Rational" is always a suspect
word unless it is kept in mind that the reason behind everything is the pleasure/pain calculus.
The rest is also fairly accurate, but "keeping our desires humble" isn't necessarily the same as
keeping them sustainable, and also isn't necessarily the same for everyone. There's also the
question of individual preference in terms of which pleasures someone is going to decide are
worthwhile for them to pursue, and there's no Epicurean method that i know of that says that
living 5 years as an astronaut exploring space is less to be chosen than spending 10 years lying
in bed in a nursing home.
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