Epicurus’ teaching on marriage

Post by “Cassius” of August 26, 2019 at 8:32 AM

| just happened to come across this following link in my morning reading due to a link from
Elayne:
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https://theconversation.com/humans-arent-d...p-trying-119262

| cite it here because | believe THIS is the real issue we are discussing here. We are discussing a
conflict between basic views of life in which one side is arguing that there are no gods and no
ideal forms, and the in fact only the feeling of pleasure is given us by nature for purposes of us
learning to live happy life. The other side, exemplified by Stoicism but also by most of the rest
of Greek and non-Greek religion and philosophy, rejects happiness as the goal and asserts
something else. They aren't any smarter than you or anyone else is -- they just want you to
"stop trying." Sheep who "stop trying" are much easier to slaughter.

The redefinition of "pleasure" as "tranquillity" is in my mind just another arrow in the quiver of
opponents of Epicurus. The world is full of ascetics preaching resignation and withdrawal and
the impossibility of happiness. | don't believe Epicurus would ever have emerged from all that
muck to make the mark that he did if in fact he did not rebel against every single bit of that.
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