Epicurus’ teaching on marriage

Post by “Cassius” of August 26, 2019 at 7:46 AM

Quote from Dubitator314

| thought along those lines with respect to his admonition to avoid the public life due to
the chaotic times after the death of Alexander the Great,

| think this, along with all the "crisis of confidence" generalizations about this period of Greek
history, is part of the popular modern mythology that is incorrect, at least as it applies to
Epicurus. There were Epicureans involved in court government (in that of Antiochus Epiphanes,
for example) and there are the well known examples of Cassius Longinus personally and other
Epicureans with the camps of the Roman civil war (Horace). Those men had full access to all
Epicurean teachings and were by all account confirmed in their Epicurean beliefs, and they
were in the center of public controversies.

As with the question that started the thread, the question is one of context, and in my view an
Epicurean who sees it in his or her interest to do so can be just as involved in political affairs as
anyone else. Of course if someone wants to look at this from the Stoic perspective of devoting
oneself to "public service" or "the good of the state" and wants everyone to be a good political
drone, they are going to look at Epicurus and be disappointed.

Even this clip from Epicurus.net, while citing the example of Antiochus Epiphanes' court, wants
to take the position that we today better understand Epicurus than those who lived and
breathed the authentic ancient tradition.
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