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Joshua your deep dive into the words reminds me that it is not clear to me whether Epicurus is
referring here to a philosophic leader of a school, like himself, or to a more or less average
person who, while wise, has not set out on a course of leading a school. I could easily imagine
that the advice would differ according to these categories. Marriage might be fully appropriate
for Metrodorus' daughters while not appropriate for someone dedicating them to leading a
philosophic movement.

Consistent with the premises of the philosophy it is probably a guaranteed error to ever
conclude that there is a "one size fits all" rule in any area of life. Only feeling itself - pleasure
and pain - are entitled to the role of providing an ultimate standard - all else is contextual in
support of the ultimate goal.
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