Psychology Today Article: "Frederick the Happy: The
Old Fritz was an Epicurean.”

Post by “Cassius” of August 25, 2019 at 9:06 PM

After
" ; our initial discussions of Frederick the Great six
ﬂﬂ'{ ] Pl on Archive.org to see what | could find, and | came

AL 10 dor fimage ‘

across this 1935 German movie (English subtitles)
"The Old King and the Young King" which tells the
( story of Frederick's early life up until the time he
1| ) ' 4, became king. Wow what an upbringing he had. if
. Aigg . ' : this movie is correct, his father had Frederick's
THe Ol Al therYouraKiny "best friend" executed for trying to help him escape
The Youth of Frederic the Great to France. | don't recall that there is a lot of
' philosophy discussed in the movie, but it has a lot of
detail about some of Frederick's formative

experiences in Prussia.

| would dearly love to get the text of that poem and look further into all of this.

https://archive.org/details/DerAlteUndDerJungeKoenig1935

| am particularly interested to find out whether Fritz had any interest in physics and
epistemology. Not every lover of "pleasure" is an Epicurean, by far, but it definitely seems that
Fritz combined a respect for pleasure with an antipathy toward religion, or at least some
versions of Christianity. | can't recall the names of the other movies | found, but it appears that
there were several about the life of Frederick, and throughout them they had Frederick making
antagonizing references toward religion. He might at least deserve the title Cyreniac, but I'd
like to get more triangulation on him saying something about Epicurus before | get too

enthusiastic. =

https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/1129-psychology-today-article-frederick-the-happy-the-old-fritz-was-an-
epicurean/?postID=4205#post4205 1
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