On "Sober reasoning”

Post by “Joshua” of August 24, 2019 at 12:20 AM

I'm not quite sure how to proceed here. The trouble with any 'theory of mysticism' is that
mysticism seems to take over at precisely the moment where language falls apart.

| left the threshold of Buddhism because Buddhists can't bring themselves to speak clearly
about rebirth and reincarnation. | have a great deal of sympathy for Thomas Jefferson here;

Quote

Ridicule is the only weapon which can be used against unintelligible propositions. Ideas
must be distinct before reason can act upon them; and no man ever had a distinct idea
of the trinity. It is the mere Abracadabra of the mountebanks calling themselves the
priests of Jesus.

On the other hand I've read deeply in mystical literature, and | am far from regretful of it. | have
found by experience that Thoreau is as far as | can go in that direction while keeping on the
right side of "bullshit".

| can be elevated, even comforted, by the metaphor of the poet; but talk of miracles, and | fall
promptly on my face.
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