Nature and Pleasure and Pain

Post by “Hiram” of August 19, 2019 at 4:14 PM

Ants are collectivist up to the point where they give their lives for the colony ... but mammals
are not. The key to understand Epicurean ethics is in PD 20: nature should not be forced. The
move from is to ought is not experienced by sentient beings as strongly as some philosophers
seem to think. What Epicurus is saying is that we should follow our nature.

Also E says that from time to time we will see a sage giving his life for a friend or loved one.
The way this passes hedonic calculus is that we love the person so much that without them life
is not worth living. Metrodorus also said we go through great pains for friends because we wish
to avoid the pain of not having them.
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