
FollowUp On Quote Submitted By Pacatus - "It is not
a sign of good health to be well adjusted to a sick
society."
Post by “Cassius” of July 23, 2026 at 1:18 PM

Update On This Thread -- I have split this quotation and subsequent responses so we can focus
on it with greater focus.

Clearly Diogenes Laertius and Torquatus make statements to the effect that "the wise man is
always happy."

Nevertheless Epicurus did not eliminate his kidney pains by arraying against those of his friends
and his philosophy. And Torquatus said that the wise man will have more cause for joy than for
vexation -- meaning that even though we have more pleasure than pain we still have pain.

So does calling someone "happy" mean that he takes no action to further reduce or eliminate
the remaining pains. Is there some better label than "happy" for someone who has more
pleasures than pain but is nevertheless focused on taking action to eliminate remaining pains -
and even angry about it?

I think those questions are entailed in the original quote and deserve special attention.

Note - the last several posts in this thread are not as focused on the original point as the earlier
ones. However they are still relevant: because if "tranquility" is your absolute priority, and you
have 51% pleasure 49% pains, why would you take any further action to eliminate them; why
be angry and be motivated to fix about the remaining pains? How does the rhetoric of "the wise
man always have more reason for joy than for vexation" interplay with not being reconciled to a
sick society?
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