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Blog Article
Too Long Unpraised And Unappreciated - Aulus Gellius And The Clearest
Ancient Testimony That Absence of Pain Means Nothing More Than
Pleasure

Centuries of commentators have treated this and similar statements as an invitation to make
something other than pleasure the real goal of Epicurean philosophy -- a neutral resting state, a
merely negative condition, a "tranquility" or "static pleasure" standing above and apart from
pleasure as ordinarily understood. The clearest evidence against that reading does not come
from an Epicurean apologist. It comes from a Roman grammarian with no stake whatsoever in
ﬁjrean ethics, writing...
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