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Welcome Luzveraz

There is one last step to complete your registration: All new registrants must email
Cassius so that this Welcome Thread can contain basic information about your background and
interest in Epicurus. In that email, please tell us what prompted your interest in
Epicureanism and which particular aspects of Epicureanism most interest you, and/or
post a question.

This forum is the place for students of Epicurus to coordinate their studies and work together to
promote the philosophy of Epicurus. All posting here is subject to our Community Standards,
Participation Levels, and Posting Policies -- please read that page; it explains our ground rules
and will save everyone time and friction.

If you have not done so already, please be sure you have read Torquatus'
Presentation of Epicurean Ethics (also available in a more compact side-by-side
format at EpicurusToday.com). That is the clearest, most complete statement of Epicurean
ethics to survive from antiquity, and reading it early will save you -- and us -- a great deal of
confusion. Most people arrive with a version of "Epicureanism" assembled from the
Tetrapharmakon, the Letter to Menoeceus, or scattered quotations of questionable reliability --
and of the three, the Tetrapharmakon is the least reliable foundation of all. It is many times
more compressed even than the Letter, and terse enough that it has been read in sharply
different, sometimes incompatible ways by different interpreters; at best it serves as a
reminder of Epicurus's four main topics for someone who already knows their content, not as a
source of that content. The Letter to Menoeceus is a real summary, but it too is compressed
and was written for students who already understood the foundations of Epicurean ethics.
Torquatus is the best surviving example of how Epicurus's own well-educated students
understood and presented that foundation themselves. It is the fastest and most reliable way to
find out whether what you already believe about Epicurus matches what he and his school
actually taught.

The moderators here are well aware that many fans of Epicurus hold sincerely-held views about
what Epicurus taught that are incompatible with this forum's purpose. This forum exists
specifically for people committed to classical Epicurean positions, not for reconciling those
positions with modern "eclectic" reinterpretations that borrow Epicurus's name while rejecting
his actual conclusions. Reading Torquatus first is the quickest way to see where that line falls,
before investing time in posts that argue against the very foundations this forum exists to
defend.
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All of us here arrived at our respect for Epicurus after long journeys through other philosophies.
We don't demand of others what we weren't able to do ourselves. Epicurean philosophy is
different enough from most other philosophies that understanding how deep those differences
run simply takes time. That's why we have participation levels that give new members room to
learn, but it's also why we have standards that can mean arguments being limited, or
participants removed, when the purpose of the community requires it. Epicurean philosophy is
not inherently democratic, isn't committed to unlimited free speech within its own meetings,
and isn't organized around anything except the pursuit of truth and a happy life through
pleasure as Epicurus explained it.

Please tell us a little about your background reading Epicurean texts, how you found this forum,
and what particularly interests you -- that context helps us help you. Our Getting Started page
also has ideas for using the site.

Beyond Torquatus, two books will do the most to deepen your understanding quickly. Norman
DeWitt's Epicurus and His Philosophy is the single best book-length treatment available. DeWitt
treats Epicurus as a coherent system rather than filtering him through later Stoic, Platonic, or
modern secular assumptions. If you read one book beyond the ancient sources, make it this
one.

Emily Austin's Living for Pleasure: An Epicurean Guide to Life is a clear, engaging modern
introduction that many of our members have found a useful on-ramp. Read it, but read it
alongside Torquatus and DeWitt rather than in their place, since like most modern treatments it
makes no attempt to give the full picture that DeWitt provides.

From there, Epicurus's own surviving letters -- to Herodotus, Pythocles, and Menoeceus -- and
Lucretius's On The Nature of Things are also on the essential reading list. Our Recommended
Reading page has a fuller list for when you're ready to go further. None of this is required
before you participate, but the more of it you've read -- starting with Torquatus -- the more
you'll get out of being here.

Welcome to the forum!
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