The Relationship of Happiness and Blessedness

Post by “Cassius” of July 9, 2026 at 11:23 AM

Here's my view:

| would agree with the direction you are coming from Pacatus and "happiness" is the term |
prefer to use for the reasonable human goal.

I'd also say it appears that just as today, Epicurus' time was filled with religious speculation and
terminology. Most people were familiar with looking to the life of "the gods" as an example of
the best life possible. Epicurus wouldn't have believed that the gods "bless" anyone directly,
but as a shorthand for the best life, which is presumed to be what the gods live, the term
probably can be used without injecting too much supernaturalism.

Same problem with "eudaimonia," and it's good demon, but Epicurus used the term anyway. if
you want to be understood at all sometimes you have to adapt the common vocabulary.

https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/5169-the-relationship-of-happiness-and-
blessedness/?postiID=40618#post40618 1



https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/5169-the-relationship-of-happiness-and-blessedness/?postID=40618#post40618
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/5169-the-relationship-of-happiness-and-blessedness/?postID=40618#post40618

