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I found this Medium article interesting, too: https://medium.com/thought-thinke…ce-
4301dccc3990

Excerpts:

We learn about the specific of reading practices in ancient Greece mostly not from written
evidences which would describe the process of reading, but from the terms which the Greek
used for the word «read». There are more than 10 verbs with this meaning in ancient Greek.
Analyzing these verbs we can understand the patterns of the ancient reading practices,
because they indicate how the process of reading was perceived. It means that the difference
in reading practices was enshrined by the language [1].

For example, there was a verb nе́mein, which meant «read out loud» and «distribute
something, including yourself among recipients». It means, that the words which were read
aloud were addressed not only to the listeners, but also to the reader itself. It is just one of the
examples of the verbs which were used in Ancient Greece to specify one of the aspects of the
reading process [1].

Other ancient Greek verbs with the meaning of reading also refer to reading aloud. It means,
that people of that epoch read not much and with difficulty and it also means, that exactly the
sounding word played crucial role in the culture. Moreover, for the concept of reading in ancient
Greece the man and his voice were considered to be instruments at the service of the text.
Written speech demanded mandatory scoring, it was considered to be not complete by its
nature. Until the writing began to sound, it meant not more than just a set of symbols. That is
why it was not the reader who was the addresser of the text, but the listener — he was listening
to the text which was read to him [1].
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