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Post by “Don” of July 4, 2026 at 9:30 AM

Quote from Cassius

Friendship is, by Maxs's account, additive in exactly the way ice cream and a fine view
are additive. More trust, more years, more depth is always better, other things being
equal. If additive goods are structurally barred from contributing to a "perfect" or
"complete" life, and only katastematic pleasure can clear that bar, I don't see why
wisdom would single out an additive good as its single greatest tool for reaching
blessedness. Does "additive" really disqualify a good from being central to the blessed
life, or doesn't it?

By additive, I take it he means more and more can be added, but adding more and more friends
doesn't seem to me to be in the same category as eating more and more ice cream. Eating
more and more ice cream or wine or fish leads inexorably to pain and indigestion. Making more
and deeper friendships leads to more security, more pleasurable memories, more support. More
friends also varies the pleasure of friendship.
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