
Marriage & children seem less pleasurable today:
financial worry, relational problems, high rates of
divorce. Are they worth the pain ( tarakhē τᾰραχή)
they entail?
Post by “Cassius” of July 2, 2026 at 6:23 AM

Basic analysis of this issue is also going to be related to, or a subset of, the entire question of
friendship relationships, and there we have some clear points:

1 - We pursue friendship for pleasure, even though over time the pleasure of our friends
becomes as important to us as our own.

2 - We must run risks in order to obtain friendship. (need the reference for that one)

3 - We know going into a friendship that one of us is likely to die first, so if it is the friend then
any friendship is going to entail at least that pain, which is very intense. Of course there are
other pains as well, but the pain of a friend dying is particularly intense and serves as a good
illustration of the point that friendship or any other relationship among humans is not a rose
garden of all pleasures and no pains, and that we choose these relationships, even though
there will be a large cost in pain, when we judge that the pleasure will outweigh the pain.
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