Relationship between Al/LLMs and prolepsis

Post by “TauPhi” of June 15, 2026 at 10:59 AM

Quote from Cassius

In general | often find it surprising how much | agree with Tau Phi's perspective on
Epicurean philosophy despite the fact that he is very clear that he differs with Epicurus
on certain key issues (such as issues of skepticism and as we see in this thread,
physics).

| do differ in some areas but | also love Epicurean philosophy. It has benefited my life
enormously and it still does. Even if | don't accept the philosophy in its entirety, | agree with
most of it. It may look sometimes that I'm picking a fight but | really, really don't. | don't argue
because | want to become the Internet troll of the month. | hope exchanging ideas is beneficial
to all parties involved. And the truth is, | agree a lot with you Cassius as well. It's just we usually
don't discuss things we agree upon.

Quote from Cassius

To me it's pretty clear that seeing things "on a spectrum," and seeing that there are
clear differences between the higher end of the spectrum and the lower end, does not
constitute "idealism."

Seeing things "on a spectrum" is usually the healthiest way to see things. It gets dangerous
when people aim at the end of it looking for a pot of gold at the end of the rainbow or
something like that. That's why | object when someone tries to talk in "ultimate" terms or seeks
"ultimate" creatures hoping for some sort of reward in doing so.

Quote from Cassius

As | am reading Tau Phi's view he is arguing outside of BOTH the "idealist" and "realist"
perspectives, even though most readers of Epicurus find themselves gravitating
towards one or the other.

That is correct. When | do that, I'm not trying to hijack Epicurean philosophy to fit my own
agenda. | try to be as clear as possible when I'm not expressing Epicurean ideas. | do that
because many of us (me included) come from religious upbringing and it is tempting to
gravitate towards safe, known waters. People brake free from religions, find Epicurean
philosophy but still think in religious categories. They reject Jesus but they try to make Epicurus
yet another saviour. They think they are free from a burden of eternal life but flirt with the idea
of prolonging their life indefinitely. They reject the perfection of god almighty and try to find a
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replacement in ultimate blessedness and incorruptibility. | do understand that people have
different needs and | don't want to steer anyone from their "idealist" or "realist" perspectives if
such perspectives work for them. | only try to show the dangers of such perspectives.
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