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Quote from DaveT

I still don't understand how Epicurus actually believed there were Greek Gods

At least as for me, I don't mean to say that Epicurus believed in the "Greek Gods." He may have
spoken loosely at times about one or another of them, but I interpret him as never straying
from the point that "gods as a class" exist - not that any individual Greek god has any individual
characteristic attached to him or her.

The images and prolepses we are talking about are generic perceptions of classes of things, as
the chatgpt model referenced. As for the physical existece of such beings, you also have the
conclusions that derive from how atoms work and lead to the formation of real entities over an
eternal and boundless universe, such as those forces led to life here on Earth. And you have the
"isonomia" in which we observe the spectrum of things from "lowest" to "highest," which means
that what has happened here has happened a countless number of times elsewhere, and has
led to the formation of beings much smarter and more successful and long-lasting than
ourselves.

I personally have no problem constructing from those various observations a firm belief that
there is a class of being called gods. But anyone sassert to me that jehovah or Zeus or any
other PARTICULAR god has done something or said something has an extremely high burden of
proof which is going to be extremely difficult and likely impossible to meet given the
observations that led me to conclude that they exist in the first place. Yes there will be aliens
who are smarter and long-lived than we are, but even smart aliens doesn't get you to true
"godhood" unless you're fully successful in those attributes.
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