A. Le Grand's Divine Epicurus

Post by “TauPhi” of June 5, 2026 at 7:05 AM

Your comments about the book sum it up pretty accurately, Cassius. This is not a resource that
can be reliably used in a study of Epicurean philosophy by any stretch of imagination. The book
is archaic not only in language but the contents as well. | do find it interesting for several
reasons, though:

1) It is one of the earliest attempts of introducing Epicurus into English speaking world. It's a
highly distorted view of Epicurus but at least it's a start of re-introducing his after a millennium
of oblivion.

2) It unintentionally proves superiority of pleasure over virtues. Because the book deals mainly
with virtues, and it was written 350 years ago, it makes it obvious to a modern reader that what
was once considered virtuous not necessarily is considered virtuous now. The idea of a virtuous
woman presented in the book, for example, might be rather shocking to contemporary readers.
Virtues are clearly dependant on social contracts and these contracts evolve over time. So do
the virtues. If someone chooses to build their lives on the foundation of virtues, builds their
lives on a rather shaky grounds.

3) The subtitle 'The Empire of Pleasure Over the Vertues' and the following dedication where
the translator is blowing smoke up the patron's backside by praising his virtuous behaviour
without even mentioning pleasure, made my chuckle as it initially looked to me as
simultaneous flattery and mockery. (It's not the case. It's just my initial impression.)
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