
Did Epicurus Create a Finished Product?
Post by “Joshua” of August 4, 2019 at 6:05 PM

I think you're on the right track there, Cassius. It speaks well of the Epicurean tradition that it
produced a biting satirist like Lucian, and attracted a self-styled pamphleteer like Hitchens and
a revolutionary like Jefferson. Hitchens identified irony as the redeeming quality of literature as
opposed to scripture ("the gin in the campari," he called it, "and the cream in the coffee"), and
irony was with Epicureanism from the beginning, as in Vatican Maxim #40.

Quote

He who asserts that everything happens by necessity can hardly find fault with one
who denies that everything happens by necessity; by his own theory this very
argument is voiced by necessity.

Hard to read that without imagining the wry, sardonic smile that must have accompanied its
writing.
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