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Quote from Todd

Quote from DaveT

For example, me (hypothetically) paying a higher percentage of my income in
taxes than (insert any billioniaire's name)? I never consented to that inequality.

Did you agree with this billionaire that you would pay equal percentages of your
income in taxes?

Quote from DaveT

Should I worry about being unjust to my neighbors if I'm tempted avoid paying
some of my taxes illegally?

Did you make some kind of agreement with your neighbors that you would each pay a
certain amount of taxes?

Quote from DaveT

Should I not be anxious if I'm willing to do the time if I commit the crime?

Despite what people may say when they're angry, I think the sober answer is that most
people would not be willing to do the time. It would mean risking your freedom in
exchange for a few % more dollars. That doesn't sound very Epicurean.
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Perhaps I could have written more clearly. My point is that in his wisdom, Epicurus may have
not considered that most people in his time or ours don't negotiate the terms of the social
compact. And then, perhaps that is the reason we see so many who secretly violate the pact,
by minimizing their input into it, and then being willing risk the possibility they might be
discovered.
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