
Iliustrations and Analogies For Explaining the "Two
And Only Two Feelings" Argument
Post by “Cassius” of May 21, 2026 at 8:01 AM

Couple of specific comments:

Quote from Don

So you're trying to illustrate:

There are only two things in the set.

There can ONLY be two things in the set.

One is the opposite of the other.

And so on.

That's a tall order.
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I would say that's exactly what Epicurus and Lucretius are doing.

Quote from Don

I didn't like verdict, pregnant, or cardiac monitor either.

I'm pretty comfortable with the verdict aspet from my legal background, but I can see that
those less familiar with US criminal law might not accept it so quickly. As to the cardiac monitor
I can see how it works but it's obviously not an analogy Epicurus would have used.

As for pregnancy, all my life I have heard people say that "you can't be a little bit pregnant" as
an illustration of pretty much precisely the point that it's "all or nothing" so I think that one
clearly works, even though it's less than ideal.

In fact anything that illustrates an "all or nothing" principle is pretty clearly going to be relevant
to the discussion.

Which leads to.....
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