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The same process in the letter to Herodotus is below. This is not the argument of a technician
listing out all the different observations that could be made of cats, dogs, trees, flowers, ad
infinitum.

This is a logical high-level argument, based choosing to divide things according to what 'sense'
reveals to us -- and we do this even though we ultimately conclude that these bodies are made
of atoms, which the senses do NOT reveal to us directly.

The process of deducing the existence of atoms is a separate step, that follows this one, not the
very same statement. But the logical step illustrated here is the starting point for the other, and
if you don't accept the validity of this argument, you never get further, because you have to
accept that it is valid to just what is perceptible before you can go to the next step of making
claims about what is imperceptible.

Quote

Moreover, the universe is bodies and space: for that bodies exist, sense itself witnesses
in the experience of all men, and in accordance with the evidence of sense we must of
necessity judge of the imperceptible by reasoning, as I have already said.

[40] And if there were not that which we term void and place and intangible existence,
bodies would have nowhere to exist and nothing through which to move, as they are
seen to move. And besides these two, nothing can even be thought of either by
conception or on the analogy of things conceivable such as could be grasped as whole
existences and not spoken of as the accidents or properties of such existences.
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