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What a tedious person. 

Clement of Alexandria, like St. Jerome and St. Augustine, received a classical education in the
pagan Greek tradition prior to converting to Christianity, and also like them developed a taste
for pagan literature.

Jerome records in a letter that his own devotion to the works of Cicero earned him a visitation
from his god in a dream:

Quote

Asked who and what I was I replied: “I am a Christian.” But He who presided said:
“Thou liest, thou art a follower of Cicero and not of Christ. For ‘where thy treasure is,
there will thy heart be also.’” Instantly I became dumb, and amid the strokes of the
lash—for He had ordered me to be scourged—I was tortured more severely still by the
fire of conscience, considering with myself that verse, “In the grave who shall give thee
thanks?” Yet for all that I began to cry and to bewail myself, saying: “Have mercy upon
me, O Lord: have mercy upon me.” Amid the sound of the scourges this cry still made
itself heard. At last the bystanders, falling down before the knees of Him who presided,
prayed that He would have pity on my youth, and that He would give me space to
repent of my error. He might still, they urged, inflict torture on me, should I ever again
read the works of the Gentiles. Under the stress of that awful moment I should have
been ready to make even still larger promises than these. Accordingly I made oath and
called upon His name, saying: “Lord, if ever again I possess worldly books, or if ever
again I read such, I have denied Thee.” Dismissed, then, on taking this oath, I returned
to the upper world, and, to the surprise of all, I opened upon them eyes so drenched
with tears that my distress served to convince even the incredulous. And that this was
no sleep nor idle dream, such as those by which we are often mocked, I call to witness
the tribunal before which I lay, and the terrible judgment which I feared. May it never,
hereafter, be my lot to fall under such an inquisition! I profess that my shoulders were
black and blue, that I felt the bruises long after I awoke from my sleep, and that
thenceforth I read the books of God with a zeal greater than I had previously given to
the books of men.

Equally delirious were the fantasies Confessions of St. Augustine, again by an encounter with
Cicero:
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Quote

Among such as these, in that unsettled age of mine, learned I books of eloquence,
wherein I desired to be eminent, out of a damnable and vainglorious end, a joy in
human vanity. In the ordinary course of study, I fell upon a certain book of Cicero,
whose speech almost all admire, not so his heart. This book of his contains an
exhortation to philosophy, and is called "Hortensius." But this book altered my
affections, and turned my prayers to Thyself O Lord; and made me have other purposes
and desires. Every vain hope at once became worthless to me; and I longed with an
incredibly burning desire for an immortality of wisdom, and began now to arise, that I
might return to Thee. For not to sharpen my tongue (which thing I seemed to be
purchasing with my mother's allowances, in that my nineteenth year, my father being
dead two years before), not to sharpen my tongue did I employ that book; nor did it
infuse into me its style, but its matter.

How did I burn then, my God, how did I burn to re-mount from earthly things to Thee,
nor knew I what Thou wouldest do with me? For with Thee is wisdom. But the love of
wisdom is in Greek called "philosophy," with which that book inflamed me. Some there
be that seduce through philosophy, under a great, and smooth, and honourable name
colouring and disguising their own errors: and almost all who in that and former ages
were such, are in that book censured and set forth: there also is made plain that
wholesome advice of Thy Spirit, by Thy good and devout servant: Beware lest any man
spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the
rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. For in Him dwelleth all the fulness of the
Godhead bodily. And since at that time (Thou, O light of my heart, knowest) Apostolic
Scripture was not known to me, I was delighted with that exhortation, so far only, that I
was thereby strongly roused, and kindled, and inflamed to love, and seek, and obtain,
and hold, and embrace not this or that sect, but wisdom itself whatever it were; and
this alone checked me thus unkindled, that the name of Christ was not in it.

These in turn makes Clement's claim all the more risible:

Quote

As Scripture has called the Greeks pilferers of the Barbarian philosophy, it will next
have to be considered how this may be briefly demonstrated. For we shall not only
show that they have imitated and copied the marvels recorded in our books; but we
shall prove, besides, that they have plagiarized and falsified (our writings being, as we
have shown, older) the chief dogmas they hold, both on faith and knowledge and
science, and hope and love, and also on repentance and temperance and the fear of
God — a whole swarm, verily, of the virtues of truth.

If Greek philosophy was 'stolen' from the Hebrews as Clement claims, why do these zealous
converts sneak away from the dull boredom of the allegedly genuine in order to delight
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themselves with the high refinement and polish of the allegedly counterfeit?

Oh, right. They do it because they are tempted by the Devil. As I said, tedious.
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