Episode 334 - EATAQ 16 - Further Epicurean Analysis
of the Problems With The Stoic "Katalepctic
Impression”

Post by “Cassius” of May 17, 2026 at 6:39 AM

For comparison, the key section of Diogenes Laertius 12:
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I'll quote here the HICKS version just to highlight how the underlined part is a very critical
section to look at closely. Bailey and Yonge say here that "he says the same thing" instead of
"his own statements" so they plant the presumption that Epicurus agrees with "the Epicureans
generally." This Hicks version does not convey that same conclusion. Whether it is correct to
say that Epicurus agrees with "the Epicureans generally" is the central question. But if it was so
certain that Epicurus agreed, why was it necessary to write that reference distinguishing "the
Epicureans generally" at all?

31

They reject dialectic as superfluous; holding that in their inquiries the physicists should be
content to employ the ordinary terms for things. Now in The Canon Epicurus affirms that our
sensations and preconceptions and our feelings are the standards of truth; the Epicureans
generally make perceptions of mental presentations to be also standards. His own statements
are also to be found in the Summary addressed to Herodotus and in the Sovran Maxims. Every
sensation, he says, is devoid of reason and incapable of memory; for neither is it self-caused
nor, regarded as having an external cause, can it add anything thereto or take anything
therefrom.
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