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My possibly idiosyncratic position on Epicurean prolepsis, filtered through possibly a modern
lens, is that prolepsis is the faculty that allows us to make sense of the ever-flowing flood of
sense perceptions coming into our physical and mental senses. Prolepsis picks up or sorts out
patterns that correspond to real world phenomena. The senses register colors, shapes, etc to
the eye in a kaleidoscopic flood. Prolepsis picks out patterns and reoccurring patterns that can
be worked on by reason. The flood of colors random shapes etc come first; this shape holds
together, moves together, has some permanence over time - this seems significant. Then
reason steps in and names it a dog (or canem or cù or whatever your culture names that
shape).

1
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/5085-discussion-of-new-article-in-an-ai-world-the-epicurean-view-of-
knowledge-is-more/?postID=39819#post39819

https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/5085-discussion-of-new-article-in-an-ai-world-the-epicurean-view-of-knowledge-is-more/?postID=39819#post39819
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/5085-discussion-of-new-article-in-an-ai-world-the-epicurean-view-of-knowledge-is-more/?postID=39819#post39819

