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Quote from Cassius

Separate and apart from the necessary criteria, what does "natural" mean? Because I
can see someone arguing that if it's natural, it's natural from the start and forever, just
like atoms have shape, size, and weight.

As is my wont, let's consult LSJ: The word Epicurus uses is φυσικός (physikos) "natural,
produced or caused by nature, inborn, native; of or concerning the order of external nature,
natural, physical." So, I take that to mean a desire which is aligned with the natural order of
things, in other words, a desire which aligns with the natural order of seeking pleasure. If a
desire leads to pain with no accompanying pleasure (I'm thinking the desire for the pleasure of
a healthy body via the pain of exercise is natural) that's an "empty/vain/corrosive" desire.

1
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/5086-ongoing-discussion-of-jack-gedney-s-untroubled-substack-
blog/?postID=39805#post39805

https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/5086-new-epicurean-substack-untroubled/?postID=39798#post39798
https://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus:text:1999.04.0057:entry=fusiko/s
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/5086-ongoing-discussion-of-jack-gedney-s-untroubled-substack-blog/?postID=39805#post39805
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/5086-ongoing-discussion-of-jack-gedney-s-untroubled-substack-blog/?postID=39805#post39805

