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Quote from DaveT

What challenges me, and perhaps all of us is the short term and the long term of living
one's life.

I think I know what you mean and i agree. However i personally try to avoid focusing the
greater than / lesser than analysis purely in terms of "time," even in comparing the short term
to the long term. It's probable that it's better to find a way to juxtapose "some of the
consequences" against "all of the consequences" so that we don't run afoul of the idea that
"longer" is always "better." Sometimes a pleasure that lasts for a shorter period of time can be
more important to us than a longer period of time. And for that I would cite the letter to
Menoeceus:

Quote

[126] But the many at one moment shun death as the greatest of evils, at another
(yearn for it) as a respite from the (evils) in life. (But the wise man neither seeks to
escape life) nor fears the cessation of life, for neither does life offend him nor does the
absence of life seem to be any evil. And just as with food he does not seek simply the
larger share and nothing else, but rather the most pleasant, so he seeks to enjoy not
the longest period of time, but the most pleasant.

I constantly have to remind myself of this because it is very easy to fall into the idea of taking
things in isolation and thinking longer is always better, but even in terms of lifespan that isn't
necessarily so. There are many factors to consider, and Godfrey has planted in my mind that
PDO9 points us not only to "duration" but also to "intensity" and "part of the body(presumably
including mind) affected."
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