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Quote from wbernys

Secondly, If this is Epicurus' position (which i believe it is) than it is important to know
how to defend it from others like the Stoics and Religious who will say that this an evil
doctrine, taught by a nihilistic and crude man, and both he and we are just projecting
our own vile natures onto good people (something I've seen a few times).

OK here in this sentence, it is the "this" I am questioning (I added the underline).

I would say that Epicurus would hold that "pleasure" is nature's guide and that happiness is a
life of pleasure and that is what we should pursue, and that we see that this is nature's goal by
observing the young of all species.

Are you suggesting that instead of saying it that way, it is more persuasive to say "Epicurus
was a psychological hedonist, meaning that we all pursue what we believe we will find
pleasureable whether we do so consciously or not."

If you are suggesting that saying "Epicurus was a pyschological hedonist ...." is more
persuasive, I don't understand why that would be the case, because then going on to defend
the position that "everyone is doing it whether they do so concsiously or not" in my view just
then shifts the playing field over onto the question of whether people are conscious of their
actions and reasoning or not. I don't personally find arguing that position particularly productive
of anything because it sounds like the topic of debate has become some form of determinism.

Apparently there's some disconnect in what you're seeing and what I am seeing. I am by no
means saying you are wrong (as I think Don agrees with you) but I sam still missing the point of
shifting the discussion of the pursuit of pleasure over to the field of "whether you are conscious
of it or not."

Help me understand why it seems attractive to talk about "psychological hedonism" rather than
just "hedonism."

Is it because "psychological hedonism" implies you can't help it so you are defending hedonism
on the grounds that "you can't help it"?
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