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Quote from wbernys

Cooper (1999) thinks it is evidence that Epicurus is not a psychologist hedonist,

Do you have a link to what you are referring to here? I would like to see the argument he is
advocating.

Quote from wbernys

Basically it says that "no matter how much the Stoics like to talk about virtue in of
itself", there actions are still ultimately motivated by a fear of pain and desire to
remove mental disturbance, even if they don't admit it.

I generally come down on the other side of this question because I think there is a major issue
of determinism to consider here. I would expect Epicurus' focus would be on "free will" and he
would not advocate a doctrine that would not allow for people to "be wrong" and to in fact
pursue something that they recognized was not in their best interest.

I know that we have seen opinions on this forum before on both sides of the issue, so this is a
good opportunity to discuss it again, especially because I see both positives and negatives in
the use of the argument that "everyone is really a hedonist." if I recall correctly this is in Emily
Austin's "Living For Pleasure," but I don't like using that approach myself. Maybe someone can
persuade me to see it differently if we identify and articulate both sides of the question.
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