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Quote from Cassius

Klavan's position is that Epicureanism is intellectually serious, historically influential,
and philosophically important to understand — but ultimately self-defeating. It begins
by liberating humanity from superstitious fear and ends by stripping life of all
significance.

And Klavan also adds:

"Despite what we may profess to the contrary, most of us are moved by a powerful intuition
that meaning does exist, at the level of the individual human life. The moral
consequences of trying to suppress or explain away this basic intuition are exactly as
monstrous and absurd as the physical consequences of trying to do a science experiment while
doubting that valid observation is possible. If phrases like “moral worth” have any meaningful
content at all then they must be built into the fabric of existence, not just coded as expedient
fictions into our evolutionary programming. If so, then it starts to seem eerily possible that our
sense of right and wrong is in fact reflective, however distantly, of a logos that governs the
whole universe."

I would like to tell him that I clearly acknowledge that meaning does exist, at the level of the
individual human life. This is, because at the individual level my feelings and perceptions exist.
This is the very reason why something matters.

It's also always funny to read argumentation on logos. This is superstitious in itself. Logos has
to be self-evident and non-independent from ourselves, clearly to access and unable to deny.
Otherwise I I would like to ask why is it dependent on us to govern the universe? I know, I get
him, he would argue logos doesn't depend on us, but we should align with it because it is an
ultimate reality we not yet understand correctly...

"Epicureanism has proven a total failure... the idea that Epicurus had that once we cleared
away the religious horizon, we would all be free to live these contented, placid lives, I think that
has been just totally refuted.”

Is there anything Klavan offers in return? (Except for abstract formulations?)
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The Failure of Epicureanism as a System of Belief

In the preface of Gateway to the Epicureans, Spencer Clavin asserts:

Clavin critiques the inadequacy of Epicurean atomism in explaining the complexities of
modern physics and the ethical shortcomings in addressing contemporary existential
crises. He contends that the simplistic materialism of Epicurus fails to satisfy the
human quest for meaning, contributing to widespread despair and societal issues like
declining birth rates.

My personal conclusion is, people in the modern (for critics of the term modern I should say
"current") world are eaten up by all kinds of sorts of influences and activities in the search for
meaning. Conversely, Epicurean thought could be presented as a cure that guides people to
focus on the relevant experiences that are within their reach.

Having only read a glimpse of Klavin, it seems his key strategy is adding perfect sounding
words, words, words (ideas) without having them to be contested in the real world. Do I get him
too short?
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