
Episode 331 - EATAQ 13 - The Self-Defeating Paradox
of Radical Skepticism
Post by “Cassius” of May 1, 2026 at 9:28 AM

This week's podcast (to be released later today or tomorrow) is a bridge between Book One and
Book Two of Academic Questions, with the focus changing to the Skeptical turn of the Academy
and the dispute with the Stoics (who where not skeptics).

A key figure in this turn was Arcesilaus, who Epicurus disliked, and whose name is unfortunately
similar to an early philosopher (Archelaus) who Epicurus had praised. Bryan gives us some
distinguishing notes in his comments on U239 (below). I note this because the names can be
difficult to distinguish so if we slip and use the wrong form in the podcast this week or in the
future please be sure to avoid our mistake.
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