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Post by “Cassius” of April 27, 2026 at 4:24 AM

"Forceful engagement" does not mean forcing anything on anybody. It means engaging in the
public debate clearly and strongly and making one's views open to those who are willing to
listen and are interested, just as the ancient Epicureans did.

I don't think many people here are likely to misinterpret my terminology, but I do observe that
some are apt to push back against the idea of "outreach." Therefore I am adding the following
to the FAQ:

Thread
New FAQ Entry - Is Epicurean Philosophy Purely a Matter of Personal
Self-Improvement, or Does It Have a Missionary / Outreach Aspect?

Is Epicurean Philosophy Purely a Matter of Personal Self-Improvement,
or Does It Have a Missionary / Outreach Aspect?
The short answer is emphatically the latter: Epicurean philosophy has a strong and explicit
outreach mission built into it from the very beginning. The common modern image of the
Epicurean as a quietly self-satisfied person who has retired from the world to cultivate private
pleasures is a serious distortion -- one rooted largely in centuries of hostile characterization by
Stoic…
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