What would Epicurus have thought of going to the
moon?

Post by “Eikadistes” of April 20, 2026 at 2:39 PM

Quote from ReiWolfWoman

We can glean what he valued for himself and his friends [...] but a cost-benefit analysis
he would advise a ruler to perform

This is one of the primary differences in the flavors of ancient Epicurean Philosophy versus
contemporary Utilitarianism, both being hedonistic, but with different emphases on the
happiness of an association of friends versus the collective happiness of the masses. We'll
probably find tremendous overlap with both, since the flavor of Epicurean hedonism
understands that one's own happiness depends upon the cultivation of friendship and long-term
security in society. To my mind, both Hérmarkhos and Diogénes of Oinéanda (at least) convey
the importance of contributing to a stable society. Observing peaceful relations and acting
justly are fundamental to Epicurean ethics.
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