Have PD35 and Vatican Saying 7 been straw-
manned?

Post by “Cassius” of April 18, 2026 at 11:33 AM

I have no ability to add anything to your parsing of the Greek, but | strongly agree with the
direction you are going in each of your evaluations.

1 - Certainly we are going to sometimes break the law - that's inherent in the full analysis of
how justice is contextual andchanges over time. When something becomes unjust, you aren't
going to wait for the next procedural permission-granting to consider the situation unjust and
act on that consideration. Sure you have to take into consideration who has power and how
they may punish you, but we're talking philosophy and justice, and there's no cosmic
enforcement mechanism that would convert "the law" into something any more than it is - a
social structure among living people.

2 - Certainly Epicurus would not consider "all sins to be equal" such that stealing a DVD when
you are six years old leads to a life of torment.

Any readings which would go in the opposite direction from your thoughts would be highly
suspect.
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