Episode 329 - EATAQ 11 - Cracks In The Academy On
Ideal Forms And Virtue Lead To The Emergence of
Aristotle, The Stoics, And Epicurus

Post by “Cassius” of April 16, 2026 at 11:54 AM

We don't get far into this issue of "kalapsis" in this episode, but it came up in our background
discussions and it's going to come up further in coming weeks. For that reason | have set up the
following thread, and anyone who has time to help us move toward a layman's way of
explaining the distinction betwen the Stoic and Epicurean approaches on "comprehension" will
be appreciated. We're definitely going to need to have something of a working command over
this before moving past Cicero's "Academic Questions" and proceeding to Philodemus' "On
Signs."

Thread
Epicurean Prolepsis / Canonics vs Stoic Katalepsis

in coming weeks on the podcast we are going to be making a decision how much further to go
into Cicero's "Academic Questions" and when to turn our attention to Philodemus' "On Signs."

A key aspect of when we will be ready to do that will involve our decision as to how much effort
to put into Cicero's explanation of Stoicism, especially of their theory of knowledge involving
"katalepsis." This is the theory which is famously explained by analogy this way: (from
ﬁ)edia quoting from "Academic...
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https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/5033-episode-329-eataq-11-cracks-in-the-academy-on-ideal-forms-and-
virtue-lead-to-the/?postiID=39420#post39420 1



https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/5044-epicurean-prolepsis-canonics-vs-stoic-katalepsis/
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/5033-episode-329-eataq-11-cracks-in-the-academy-on-ideal-forms-and-virtue-lead-to-the/?postID=39420#post39420
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/5033-episode-329-eataq-11-cracks-in-the-academy-on-ideal-forms-and-virtue-lead-to-the/?postID=39420#post39420

