
Is Motion One Of The Three Eternal Properties of
Atoms? I.E. Are The Three Properties Shape, Size,
and MOTION?
Post by “Cassius” of April 12, 2026 at 2:22 PM

So the reason this topic came up today is that Patrikios brought up the question of whether
atoms move because of some external force applied to them. And this directly relates to the
motion of bodies such as magnets, discussed in Book 6 of Lucretius.

If I am reading this correctly, then it would not be appropriate to say that the the three eternal
properties of atoms are size, shape, and motion. It is correct to say "size, shape, and weight."

However Epicurus intended "weight" to be understood as the internal cause of motion without
need of any external force (which we might think of as gravity) acting on it. Thus Epicurus was
holding that no external force is required to cause atoms to move, as they have moved
eternally.

If someone has a better way to state that please post.
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