
What would Epicurus have thought of going to the
moon?
Post by “Cassius” of April 11, 2026 at 5:54 PM

OK other than Eikadistes no one is rushing to answer, so I'll start a preliminary response that
will be far too short.

Quote from ReiWolfWoman

What do you think Epicurus would have thought of going to the moon? Would it be
extraneous to friendship and community and pleasure, and therefore a search for an
unnecessary (and natural or unnatural) goal? Or would he see it as a search for
connection, expanding community, and a necessary pleasure of some kind for either an
individual or their community?

As with all options in life, I think Epicurus would advise evaluating the specifics as it applied to
him personally and not take things too abstractly.

"Going to the moon" could mean the 1969 version where the technology is in its infancy and
you're very strongly taking your life in your hands with major possibility of death and not
coming home. Or it could mean a 2050 version where the trip may well be routine and doable
in great safety and of no more concern than a short vacation to the mountains.

Then there's the "who." Are we talking about an Epicurus at 30 years old who was in the course
of building philosophical school who he thought was of extreme importance not only to himself
but to others? Or are we talking about a 70 year old Epicurus with most of his life's work behind
him and much less time to lose if he didn't make it back?

Those are two specific circumstances I think he would advise considering -- but I suspect that's
not the answer many people with conventional views of Epicurus will expect.

They'll expect "Epicurus valued bodily pleasure and safety and tranqulity above all, and it's
certainly not NECESSARY to go to the moon, nor is it likely to be a totally tranquil experience,
so he'd never do it. You're totally ignoring what everyone says about Epicurean philosophy to
say that he'd ever consider it under any circumstances!"

That's not the answer I'd give ReiWolfWoman, and I hazard to guess that most others here
would not say that either.

And thus you've early in your time at EpicureanFriends.com discovered that this forum was not
set up to support conventional views of Epicurus that place in him boxes like "tranquility above
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all."

And not only was it not set up to support such views, it's pretty fair to say that it was set up to
campaign against them as vigorously as possible. 

And the more you look around here at the forum and see the discussions, the more I think you'll
see what that is!
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