How do we know that we only get one life?

Post by “Patrikios” of April 7, 2026 at 3:17 PM

Quote from LAMAR 44

Now, if the soul is just a combination of atoms, and this combination is a finite
combination, that | don't see why the combination cannot arise given infinite matter,
infinite time, and infinite space. It seems very likely that at some point, matter will be
arranged somewhere, at some time in the universe, where it's identical to my brain

LAMAR 44

Interesting question of how would we know. To “know” something requires a brain with
memory. Our brains contain volatile memory, with neuron cells. But when the blood flow stops,
the brain’s power supply (oxygen, glucose) are cut off. Neurons begin dying within 4-6 minutes.
Once that occurs, the memories are gone, and the underlying substrate is destroyed, never to
be re-built again with exactly the same physical neuron cells, which will never have the same
set of lifelong experiences to reproduce the same memories.

So, those are the natural facts which Epicurus taught us to study. If a few human atoms from a
dead body re-formed to make a “soul”, | see no way that it could fulfill the same function as the
original, with no memory.

How would you explain a new person with the same soul AND memory?
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