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Why then wouldn’t this be me living again?

The future animal that looks like you will have different friends.

To be the same, you'd also need the same context, the same culture, the same language, the
same fashion, the same laws, the same relationships, the same experience that guarantees an
identical existence. As animals, we're defined by our development, not a permanent prototype.

I'm thinkin' ... maybe, like, Toy Story? Sure, millions of toy cowboys named Woody were
produced, but Andy only loves one Woody, and there's only one Woody who loves Andy. In the
words of the great Randy Newman, "Some other folks might be a little bit smarter than I am,
maybe stronger to. But none of them will ever love you the way I do. Just me and you, boy. And
as the years go by, our friendship will never die. You've gotta see it's our destiny. You've
got a friend in me."

Hmm ... maybe that's it. Love. (Of course, "friend" and "love" are the same word in Greek.)
Friendship doesn't die with friends, so your memories are another crucial piece of you.

I'm also thinking of Annihilation with Natalie Portman in it. I'm not going to spoil if any readers
haven't seen it (go see it!), but, in a nutshell ... a thing that looks like you in every way is not
you. Or ... at least so my personal viewership gathered from that eery narrative.

Also, quick thought experiment. I'm thinking Rick & Morty here (adult cartoon). So, we have a
mad scientist. He wants to trick your family. He makes a bunch of indistinguishable robot
clones that (to others) are like you in every way. It lives with your family for years, and begins
evolving functional relationships that allow for improvisation and development. The mad
scientist, hoping not to alert your family, switches you in the night, and induces selective
amnesia in you. You awaken. Your family notices that you have gestures, habits, and a
vocabulary that reflects you at a younger age, not the version of you that has developed and
grown with them. So ... who are you? I have to think that you are the victim of the mad
scientist, not the form of you that can be reproduced. Even if everyone externally recognizes
the robot clone as you, the robot clone is other than the scientist's victim.
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