
How do we know that we only get one life?
Post by “Cassius” of April 7, 2026 at 7:40 AM

Quote from LAMAR__44

Perhaps it’s that we wouldn’t feel a continuation of existence like we do now,

Perhaps Tau Phi's post mentions this (haven't read it yet) but your specific question is
addressed by Lucretius. His answer is as you indicate, that our exact atoms could reassemble in
the future, but that we would have no memory of it so it would not be us in actuality.

I think your question of why the memory would not reassemble is also a good one, but as I
understand Lucretius his answer is that we would not expect that because human experience is
indeed that we now have no memory of past lives, so we would not expect that past experience
to change. That's an issue that bleeds over into Epicurean canonics in general and Phildemus'
On Signs in particular, as a question of when we have enough information to infer that we are
confident of the answer. I would expect this to be one of those times.
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3-843
And even if the nature of mind and the power of soul has feeling, after it has been rent asunder
from our body, yet it is naught to us, who are made one by the mating and marriage of body
and soul. Nor, if time should gather together our substance after our decease and bring it back
again as it is now placed, if once more the light of life should be vouchsafed to us, yet, even
were that done, it would not concern us at all, when once the remembrance of our former
selves were snapped in twain. And even now we care not at all for the selves that we once
were, not at all are we touched by any torturing pain for them. For when you look back over all
the lapse of immeasurable time that now is gone, and think how manifold are the motions of
matter, you could easily believe this too, that these same seeds, whereof we now are made,
have often been placed in the same order as they are now; and yet we cannot recall that in our
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mind’s memory; for in between lies a break in life, and all the motions have wandered
everywhere far astray from sense.
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